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Why is this issue being raised in the Illinois General
Assembly?

On the evening of May 18, 2004, a Naperville Public
Library staff member—-the supervisor-in-charge at the
time—phoned the police in response to a complaint by 
three patrons that they had witnessed an alleged act of public
indecency in the computer lab of Naperville’s Nichols
Library. (No staff member had witnessed any inappropriate
activity.) The suspect had left the library by the time the
police arrived. Later in the evening, police officers returned
to the library asking for the name of the suspect. Since the
identity of the individual using the workstation could only
be determined by searching the person’s circulation record,
library staff refused to divulge the name to the police, citing

the Illinois Library Records Confidentiality Act. Library staff
did indicate that the information would be provided if the
police obtained a court order.

Police and officials from the Naperville city attorney’s office
contacted the library’s executive director, Donna Dziedzic,
and deputy director, Mark West, the following day. They
sought the release of the information on the basis that the
police department was not the “public” as defined by the
act. Roger Ritzman, the library’s attorney, reaffirmed his
opinion that the police are included under the scope of the
Confidentiality Act and that the information could not be
released without a court order, and Dziedzic informed city
officials that the information would only be released under
court order. 

The Illinois General Assembly will consider revisions to the Illinois

Library Records Confidentiality Act (75 Illinois Compiled Statutes 70/1)

during the spring 2005 session.   The following case study presents

background on how the issue arose and the association’s multitiered

strategy in confronting this challenge.  This issue is still evolving, and

it is important that ILA members have the basic facts, be informed of

the association’s deliberations, and understand the legislative process.

It is our sincere hope that this article and others, for example, the

August 2002 ILA Reporter article “The Politics of Internet Filters,” 

will demystify the legislative process and encourage more members 

to become stronger advocates for Illinois libraries.
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